
St. Andrews Scots Sr. Sec. School
9th Avenue, I.P. Extension, Patparganj, Delhi – 110092

Session: 2022-2023 - Notes

Class:IX Subject: English Topic: The Snake and the Mirror

Answer the following questions :

Q1. What two "important" and "earth-shaking" decisions did the doctor take while he was looking into the
mirror?

Ans. The first important decision the doctor took while looking into the mirror was that he would shave
daily and grow a thin moustache to look more handsome. The second decision he took was that he would
always keep the smile on his face to look even more attractive.

Q2. "I looked into the mirror and smiled," says the doctor. A little later he says, "I forgot my danger and
smiled feebly at myself." What is the doctor's opinion about himself when: (i) he first smiles, and (ii) he
smiles again? In what way do his thoughts change in between, and why?

Ans. When the doctor first smiled in front of the mirror, he was admiring his smile. He decided to uphold
that smile to look more appealing, as he was a young bachelor and doctor too. Later, when the snake
coiled round his arm, he smiled feebly as if to laugh at his helplessness. His thoughts changed because
of the encounter with the snake.

Q3. Who was the narrator of the story and where did he live?

Ans. The narrator of the story is a homeopathic doctor who lived in a rented house in a village of Kerala.
He had just begun his practice, and was therefore, not very secure financially. The house was a tiled
outhouse that had not been electrified. It was a bastion (battlefield) of rats.

Q4. What circumstances prompted the doctor to live in a small, poor house?

Ans. The doctor had just started his practice and his earnings were meagre. Therefore, he lived in a small,
poor house because he could not afford to rent a better and more comfortable accommodation. Besides,
he was not married at that time, so he could manage in a small rented room until the time he got married.

Q5. What were the narrator's feelings as he looked into the mirror?

Ans. At that time the narrator, who was unmarried, was a great admirer of beauty and he believed in
making himself look handsome. He felt he had to make his presence felt by improving his appearance. He
began to comb his hair, adjusting the parting, so that it looked straight and neat in order to appear more
handsome.

Q6. How did the snake land on the doctor's chair?

Ans. The snake fell from the roof of the house with a thud. In no time it wriggled over the back of the
narrator's chair and landed on him. The snake slithered along his shoulder and coiled around his left arm
above the elbow. To make matters worse, the snake spread its hood out and its head was hardly three or
four inches from his face.



Q7. What is the author trying to convey through the protagonist of his story?

Ans. Vaikom Muhammad Basheer, was a very famous author of Malayalam literature, who was famous
for his satirical form of writing. In this story, he has taken a poke at the egoistic nature of the mule
members of the erstwhile society of Kerala. The nature of the protagonist was typical of the "malayalee
man". His fondness for external beauty, vanity, dependence on the female and her family for survival, and
most importantly false prestige. They would like to reach the moon without the slightest effort. Ideally,
just like the doctor here, who wanted the silver spoon which he did not have the calibre to buy for himself.
Life was treated with scant respect. A jolt from the God is only that gives them the realisation and
awareness of the real world. The doctor needed the snake to teach him that life is not a bed of roses.

His closing statement. "I've never seen it (the snake) since. It was a snake which was taken with its own
beauty!" suggests that the snake that was within him has vanished never to be seen again .


